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Helen K. Hubbard née Otis

Updated! This photo has been reunited with its family!
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Established 1858. Chicago.

S8 This Negative is carefully preserved fog fature orders
Duplicates furnished at any time.

Helen Keep Otis was born on October 1st, 1874 in Chicago, lllinois. Her father George Livingston
Otis was a prominent in the banking and business circles of Chicago. George had married Helen’s
mother Mary W. née Keep in November 1872 and Helen was the couple’s only child. In 1880, the
family was living at 1710 Michigan Avenue in Chicago. | suppose this photo of Helen was taken in her
teens in the late 1880s. The shorter skirt suggests that she was at school-girl age.

Helen’s father died unexpectedly in March 1899 when she was 14. According to his obituary in

the Chicago Tribune on March 30th, 1899, he died while sitting in bed and reading a newspaper, just

having returned from a short family vacation trip to New York. The year before, Mr. And Mrs. Otis and
their daughter Helen had been travelling abroad for 15 months. Mother Mary and daughter Helen did

some more travelling after father’'s passing, they applied for passports in September 1899. Looks like
Helen’s mother continued the family realty business. | read many mentions of Helen’s mother Mary K.
Otis in deeds, testaments and gifts involving real estate in and around Chicago.

On January 15, 1901, Helen married Elijah Kent Hubbard in Chicago.
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Link: newspapers.com
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Elijah was a man of wealth and prominence in Hartford, Connecticut. The couple moved to
Middletown, Middlesex, Connecticut after their honeymoon. The 1920 Census has them living in
Middletown with their four children — Otis, Channery, Helen and Mildred, and a list of servants and a
cook.

Looks like Helen loved travelling all her life. Just like her mother and father travelled with her in the late
1890s, she travelled with her own children in the 1920s and 1930s. She took them to see France,

Italy, Switzerland, Great Britain, Belgium, Cuba, Bermuda. Her 1923 passport application for
international travels also includes her photo with daughter Helen (oh, how | wish the quality was any
better!):

Helen passed away unexpectedly on January 1941 while on vacation in Florida. She was buried at the
Graceland Cemetery in Chicago. Her obituaries published in the Hartford Courant and Chicago
Tribune in January 1941 reveal many details about Helen’s life. She graduated from the University of
Chicago. She loved books and music. She was active in Middletown community, engaging in
playground and musical activities. She was a director of the Hartford Symphony Society and
Symphony Society of Connecticut.
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Mrs.Hubbard,
On Vacation
InFla., Dies

Wife of Manufacturers
Assn. Head Had Wide
Cultural Interests; Fu-,
neral Plans Incomplete |

Middletown, Jan. 256 —(8pecial)
Mrs. Helen Keep (Otis)  Hubbard,
wife of E. Kent Hubbard, president
of the Manufacturers Association
of Connecticut, died Saturday al
2:30 & m. ot the Lake Wales, Fla
hospital to which she was admitled !
Thursday |

Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard left for o'
Florida vacation January 10 after !
Mr Hubbard had recovered from an '
lness. They were visiting at the/!
winter home of John H. Goss of
Waterbury, vice-president of lhr“
Manufacturers  Assoclation, \vhon‘
Mrs. Hubbard was stricken. II

Funeral arrangements are incom- '
plete I

Besides her husband, Mrs. Hub-|'
bard leaves two sons, Otis Living-!
ston  Hubbard of Chicago, and l
Chauncey  Keep  Hubbard of New !
York City; two daughters, Mrs. Hel<||
en Hubbard Dodge of Greenwich,
and Miss Mildred deKoven Hubbard' |
of Middletown, and five grandchil-
dren It

Mrs. Hubbard was born in Chicago,
October 1. 1874, & daughter of the
late George Livingston and Mary W,
Keep Otis She was graduated from
the University of Chicago and after 1
extensive travels m Europe married
Mr. Hubbard In Chicago January 15,
1901 She had lived in Middletown |
ever since. Mrs. Hubbard was inter- |
ested (n playground and musical ac-
tivities here She was a director of !
the Hartford 8ymphony Society and
the Symphony Soclety of Connecti- '
cut and was & member of the Con-
necticut Valley Garden Club, Deep- !
Iy Interested in the Russell Library '
in Middletown she also contributed !
to the upbullding of a lbrary In'
Camden, Me, where her mother had
« summer home, and showed great !
interest in musical events there. The !
Hubbards made thelr home In their !
Arawana estate, off Newfield Street, |
Middletown, |

Link: newspapers.com

| have added Helen’s photo to FindAGrave, FamilySearch and Geni.

Helen’s husband Elijah Kent Hubbard passed away in the same year, just 8 months later in August
1941. The surname Hubbard is a household name in Middletown and in Hartford, Connecticut. Elijah’s
career was very impressive and his obituaries in the many newspapers spread on pages and pages.
Just to give you an idea what kind of a man Helen’s husband was, here’s an obituary from the Hartford
Courant from August 8th, 1941 (Link: newspapers.com):
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State Manufacturers’

- Group President Dies

E. KENT HUBBARD

E.K.Hubbard
Is Taken By
Deatl_t__At 72

Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion Head Since 1917
Was State's Leading
Speaker For Industry

'Had Long Career
Of Pulgh_c Service

‘Member of Connecticut
Board of Finance For
13 Years; On State De-
fense Council
Elijah Kent Mubbard, president of

the Manufacturers of
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Connecticut since 1917, and one of

' Had Many Interests. i
| The list of his direclorships and|
| h testifies to the catho-

He became 1 while vacationing
‘mm-mm.ladwhlhm.
[ sd been In poot health ever since,
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Held College Trusteeship.
ﬂemu:tmumnmo:’l
member af the New &v-'
ernor Wcma

for 18

)
| years, the Middletosn Park Com-,
mission, the

) emergency commit
on unemployment, and the commis- |
naming Connecticut '

Elon on e
Agricultural College. |

In 1924, he was awarded the hon- ||

daughters, Mrs. Helen rd
Dﬁ! of Greenwich and Mil-
a deKoven Hul Middle-
town; and five gmhndrm, Otis
g ot LR T L
A ona !
Kent Hubbard st |
On April 1, 1830, Mr. Hubbard had
the rare ilege of & personal in-
h Benito Musolini, lhcr:
more than at
gdmr:hl% at great mm);' i:
bhbard cotld e He'l

e A \ }
“viewed it as tragic that such a dic- !
tatorship should be imposed upon

Mint and his policies are!

sustained a great loss and industry
has lost one of its best friends,” said

The funeral will be held Satur-
femeen, st e

s B

town. Burial will be in Graceland
Cemetery, Chicago. The family re-

quests that flowers be omitted,
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| also came across a blogpost about the Hubbards’ mansion in Middletown that you can read HERE:

Source: The Middletown Eye

This photos has been reunited with its family recently.
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